what he found necessary to be done, lest the truth should
kill them in their present state of pusillanimity.
But he went on preparing all things that were needful
for the work, either of himself or by the agency of others.
And when he found that the monks began to be some-
what comforted, he ventured to confess that the pillars
rent with the fire and all that they supported must be
destroyed if the monks wished to have a safe and excel-
lent building. At length they agreed, and consented
patiently, if not willingly, to the destruction of the choir.
And now he addressed himself to procuring stone from
beyond sea. He constructed ingenious machines for load-
ing and unloading ships, and for drawing cement and
stones. He delivered molds for shaping the stones to the
sculptors who were assembled^ and diligently prepared
other things of the same kind. The choir thus condemned
to destruction was pulled down and nothing else was
done in this year.
In the following year, before the winter, he erected
four pillars, that is, two on each side, and after the winter
two more were placed, so that on each side were three in
order, upon which and upon the exterior wall of the
aisles he framed seemly arches and a vault, that is3 three
cloves on each side. I put davis for the whole ciborium
because the davis placed in the middle locks up and binds
together the parts which converge to it from every side.
In the third year he placed two pillars on each side,
the two extreme ones of which he decorated with marble
columns placed around them^ and because at that place
the choir and crosses were to meet, he constituted these
principal pillars. To which, having added the keystones
and vault, he intermingled the lower triforium from the
great tower to the aforesaid pillars, that is, as far as the
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